George Stephenson and the

Bowes Railway!

Industrial heritage in Springwell Village

George Stephenson

Sunderland Male Voice Choir
evolved from the former Shiney
Row Male Voice Choir in July
2022.

The Choir has recorded and
performed some great material
over the years. Recently, it has
embarked on a programme of
creating new musical material.
Some of this material incorporates
new arrangements of traditional
numbers.

An exciting new initiative is the
creation of brand-new songs
based upon the region’s rich local
heritage and its people.

The Choir has been working with
The Cultural Spring, Sunderland
City Council to create new music
about George Stephenson and the
Hetton Colliery Railway.

Thanks to a donation from the
Durham Benevolence, this work is
being extended.

The Bowes Railway is the world’s
only operational preserved
standard gauge cable railway
system.

This information sheet looks at
George Stephenson and the
Bowes Railway.
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Bowes Railway Museum

The Bowes Railway

The Bowes Railway is the world’s only
operational preserved standard gauge cable
railway system.

It was built by George Stephenson in 1826 to
transport coal from pits in Durham to boats
on the River Tyne.

The railway was built between Mount and
Jarrow via Springwell Village. The first
section, between Springwell and Jarrow,
opened on the 17" January 1826, and Mount
Moor followed in April 1826.

There were four inclines, one from Mount
Moor to Blackham’s Hill and one from
Blackham’s Hill to Springwell. At Blackham’s
Hill, there was a ‘hauler house’, which
housed stationary engines to wind the ropes.
There was a long self-acting incline from
Springwell and nearly 5 miles of locomotive-

worked line to Jarrow where a final incline
served the coal staithes.

DOWES Time|

The line was extended across the Team :
Valley in May 1842 to Kibblesworth Colliery
and then to Marley Hill and Dipton in 1854.

The Bowes Railway was taken over by the
National Coal Board on the 1%t January 1974.
After the 4" October 1974, no inclines were
used. A 1-mile section of track at Wardley
was retained until the 10" January 1986. Bowes Railway Timeline

Sunderland Male Voice Choir Information Sheets
Sunderland Male Voice Choir is producing a range of information sheets on its new music creation
and project work. These sheets will be published within the ‘Project’ page of the Choir website.



